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Hi Thunderers 

Finals footy is fast approaching 
and with 5 rounds to go, with 
our mens A’s and B’s currently 
sitting at 4th spot and our Mini-
colts at 3rd spot, its looking like 
we will be going deep into the 

finals. 

Keep your weekends in September free so 
you can come and cheer the teams on! 

Mens Footy 

I reflect on last year when at the same time of 
the season our A’s were 8th and finished at 8th 
and post season many of our Senior players 
were fed up and either quitting football or mov-
ing clubs to chase success. 

Fast forward a year to round 13 in 2017 and 
we are 4th, looking to go higher, and the play-
ing group is as united and committed as I have 
seen them for many years. 

Many of the older senior players will be con-
testing finals for the first time in their entire 
senior career or maybe have only played one 
losing final, Last year I also felt for the younger 
players who looked to the future and could not 
see it being fun or inspiring. 

I congratulate our senior coach Scott Wendel-
born who has got this group playing good 
team football and our players for committing to 
our club. Your commitment is shown on the 
training track and rewarded on game day.  

As a playing coach, Scott has a right hand 
man in Stuart Wells who is also an integral 
part of our club development. So too, are 
Brandon Chaplin and Jeff Grigg who are 
coaching our B’s, these four are a great team 
of Senior coaches who all have the highest 
regard for the game and the way it should be 
played and I find this inspirational. 

Speaking of inspirational, while on the coach-
ing theme I want to express my admiration and 
gratitude to our boy’s junior coaches. Craig 
Lidstone U13’s, Rob Keen U11’s and Scott 
Matheson U9’s are stellar junior coaches. 
They care for our kids like they are their own, 
they instil values, morals and skills that our 
club is very proud of, we all love to win but 
their focus has one eye on the future, above 
winning, all 3 want to produce good footballers 
and fine young men that the club will be proud 
of and then hope that success will follow. Of 
course it will! With the grounding of character, 
selflessness and striving to do your best, being 
the foundations of their coaching, of course 
their players will become good footballers, the 
results are speaking for themselves. I have 
great confidence that a lot of these juniors will 
be playing in our A grade in the next 5-10 
years. 

Female Footy 

Speaking of being proud we are very proud to 
have established women’s football at IBCGFC 
this year. Again we have found some sensa-
tional coaches, Bernie Hegarty, and Brian 
Morgan are both proud to be coaching our 
inaugural women’s team. 

Bernie and Brian have taken up the challenge 
and in my view have excelled. Our Ladies 
won’t be playing finals, but like our men’s 
teams these girls give their all, commit to each 
other and are having a ball. Win or lose when 
they come off the ground they are all talking 
about the game, talking with Bernie and Brian 
about how they can improve and already look-
ing forward to their next game. Testament to 
this is seeing the squad grow from a dozen or 
so to around 30.  

Dave Farmer is coaching our U16 girls’ team 
and was the first to volunteer to help us when 
we first talked about establishing a girl’s team, 
I hadn’t even finished asking and he said yes! 
Dave is an excellent communicator and moti-
vator which has helped our girls learn quickly. 
All the girls had little or no experience playing 
football and have been playing against other 
teams who in some cases have played for 
years. Our girls have a thirst for knowledge 
and Dave inspires them so they do their best 
for him every week. I reflect that to take up a 
new sport is challenging at any age and when 
most of the girls are playing a contact physical 
sport for the first time I think it shows great 
character, courage and determination to give it 
a go. Dave has given them the confidence to 
have a go and he should be proud of this. 

Next year the HFL will be running a female 
football comp in their own right, so although 
the decision is not made, it is likely we will 
participate in this next year. Mt Barker and Mt 
Lofty who have very strong sides will send 
their A’s down the hill so the Hills comp will be 
made up of teams like ours, either first or sec-
ond year teams, planning is already underway. 

Facilities 

From a facilities point of view our most urgent 
needs are: 1) to develop our facilities to cater 
for our female footballers and netballers better 
and 2) Upgrade our kitchen. 

Our player’s facilities and welfare is the high-
est priority, so although past its use by date, 
our kitchen may have to wait another year or 
so before we upgrade it. Of course we will still 
be working to apply for grants etc to put to this 
purpose so who knows maybe we can make 
both projects happen? 

Our current arrangement for female footballers 
and netballers do not meet our needs any 
longer and temporary arrangements are inade-

quate and have not been working. 

We have a applied for a major grant to build 
new female friendly change rooms that will 
meet our needs well into the future, however, 
even if successful they won’t be ready until 
2019 and if we’re not successful then the cur-
rent status quo cannot continue. A couple of 
ideas are to mirror the Netball/Umpires change 
rooms back to back, or fitout the Gym store-
room as a toilet & shower block, another op-
tion is to replicate the visitors change room to 
the south of the existing. 

All of these options are feasible because all 
the services needed (power, water, gas, sew-
erage) are nearby and are relatively simple to 
construct. 

I think we have the expertise and enough com-
mitted people in the club to make this project 
happen. If you have any ideas about a solu-
tion, please contact Don or myself to discuss 
them. 

If you have the expertise to help us with de-
sign and budget please let us know we would 
be very grateful and you can help leave a last-
ing legacy for the club you love. 

Once we have developed a plan that all user 
groups and the Rec ground are happy with 
(hopefully within the next couple of months) 
then we will need to enlist the skills of our club 
members to make it happen! 

For now, we need, ideas, solution, design and 
a budget. If you have the skills to help us, 
please speak up!  

Our future 

Your committee is hosting a get together on 
Sun August 13th 2pm to gather thoughts and 
ideas to help us sustain our club and take it to 
the next level. We do lots of things well but 
can do better.  

So we seek your thoughts & ideas, if there is 
anything you would like to contribute, please 
talk to any committee member or send via 
email to info@ironbankfootball.com.au 

I think we should have a vison and values that 
define who we are and guide how our Club will 
develop over the coming decades.  

Committees and volunteers come and go as 
time marches on, but because they do, much 
like our political leaders, we sometimes focus 
on the here and now and the day to day busi-
ness of the club and forget to lift our eyes and 
look to the future. 

I have some thoughts on vision and values 
and would like to hear yours. 

See ya at Thunder Park - Go you Thunderers 
2017 
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With only 2 home games remaining for the season 
(excluding finals) it’s time for everyone to come and 
support the club and really try and boost match day 
takings to finish the year on a high. 
The Bar and BBQ continues to be a great fund raiser, 
and testament to the fantastic team of volunteers. 

Thanks for all your hard work team!! 
Thursday night meals continue to be profitable, but numbers have 
decreased in recent weeks due to smaller numbers on the training 
track, and people electing not to eat at the club. Belinda puts up a 
great array of meals so please everyone, support her where you 

can and enjoy the great meals she provides. 
 
The next home game on 29 July against Birdwood should raise 
some excellent funds with it being the Sponsors Day, followed by 
the Red and Rump night. It would be great to see as many club 
people there as possible. 
See you all then!! 
 
Go Thunderers!! 

Treasurers Report  - Nigel Downes 

Editor  -  Don Watton 

Earlier this year I was invited to participate in a new 
initiative by the SANFL. They called it their 
“Developing Leaders” program. SANFL had identified 
that for community football to survive and grow they 
needed to invest in the people at the grass roots clubs 
otherwise they had the fear that these clubs might 

fold. I guess they must have heard about our club!  
I have found it interesting to hear what is going on in many other 
AFL community football clubs around SA. There are many com-
mon threads to the stories that are brought forward for discussion 
however the information and processes that this program offers is 
helping these clubs to rebound and rebuild. 
We have been working on a number of initiatives at our club that 
have come out of this program and we are about to embark on the 
next step forward. One of the key things missing at our club is a 
written plan for our future. Whether we like it or not in order to be 
sustainable, clubs such as ours, need to have a written plan that 
addresses a number of key issues that can then guide us as we 
rebuild and grow. Without this plan and the visibility that it provides, 
clubs tend to operate in an adhoc manner, and it can be a chal-
lenge to enlist volunteers, apply for grants, get sponsors, be finan-
cially stable and maintain the culture across the club that we want 
to be known for. 
Now to prepare such a plan is no mean feat and the first step is to 
open our ears and listen. Our committee has already been doing 
this all year however what we now want to do is hold a club plan-
ning workshop where we invite members of the club, coaches, 
players, parents, volunteers, supporters, past players and really 
anyone that wants to provide us with constructive comments and 
information that can be woven into the plan. 
 
August 13th at 2pm at the club is when you are invited to have your 
say. We will have the BBQ cooking and our ears open to hear what 
you have to say. We have invited an independent facilitator to run 

the workshop and our goal is to gather as much feedback and ide-
as from everyone at the club in order to be able to put together this 
plan. 
 
The topics for discussion will be based around the following: 

What is the snapshot of our club today? What is working and 
what is not? What are our needs? 

What is our purpose and why do we exist? Yes it is about 
playing footy but what else? 

What are the IBCGFC Values or guiding principles? What is it 
we want to be known for? How would we like to be de-
scribed by others? Typically looking for 4 or 5 key values.  

What would be the key strategic drivers or goals for the club? 
What do we want to achieve next season and for a few 
seasons after that. It is not just about football! 

What actions will we need to take in order to achieve these 
goals and who is going to take responsibility for them and 
make it happen? 

 
Once we have this information then the committee will write up the 
plan and then it will be implemented and monitored and from time 
to time reviewed and updated. 
So the invitation is now out there to come along and have your say 
and provide us and the club with your ideas and suggestions. The 
committee is keen to hear what you have to say so long as it is 
constructive and contributes to moving forward. There is a lot of 
good positive things happening this year and we must build on that 
to ensure sustainability next year and beyond. 
 
See you on Aug 13th if not before. 
 
Go you Thunderer’s 

InterSport Blackwood has confirmed that they will carry the full range of IBCGFC merchandise this year.  

They are a club sponsor and if there is anything you want or need please see Ray and don’t forget to mention the 

IBCGFC Merchandise 
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There’s a footy team in town … in the town! 

Of Ironbank, you’ll hear the sound … hear the sound 

Of horns and cheers as we kick another goal. 

And go for opponents who we roll, roll, roll. 

Ironmen from Ironbank we’re as strong as army tanks, 

Other sides that we play have no hope...no hope! 

Goodbye, and mend your wounds goodbye, goodbye, goodbye. 

No matter how hard you try...hard you try. 

You’ll find that Ironbank comes out on top, 

As sounds of Thunder scare the lot...scare the Lot! 

THUNDER SONG    

Club SPONSORS are:- 

Dave Benson Caravans 

Deviation Road Winery 

Free Flow Plumbing  

Hub Fruit & Veg 

Intersport. (Blackwood) 

Mortgage Choice 

Natalie Daws (Conveyancer) 

Noarlunga Packaging 

Sims Refrigeration (B/Wood) 

Free Flow Plumbing is Owned and Operated by Brett Scarborough 
who has been a proud sponsor or the IBCG Oval plus the Foot-
ball and Netball clubs for many years. All three of his children 
play for these clubs. 

Brett started his apprenticeship with a long established Plumbing 
business in the Eastern Suburbs. He worked with master trades-
men who specialized in different areas of plumbing. As such he 
received top line on the job training.  

He completed his Master Plumbing certification in the final year of 
his apprenticeship. Most other young plumbers do it several 
years later if they do it at all. Brett is a Master Plumber who was 
awarded Plumber of the Year for  1994 after winning four or the 
five major categories for assessment by the Plumbing Institute of 
SA. 

Scope of works includes but is not limited to:- 

 New & Remedial maintenance at numerous retirement vil-
lages 

 Real Estate management companies 

 General Plumbing 

 Commercial Plumbing, hotels, hospitals, factories etc 

 Commercial kitchen gas appliances and exhaust canopy fit 
out and installations in all areas 

 Golden Grove, Modbury, Grange, TAFEs 

 Marion and Myer shopping centres  

 Hospitality, Restaurant fit out and routine maintenance. 

 Septic tank and water treatment 
plant supply, installation and ser-
vicing for domestic, industrial and 
youth camp clients 

 Rain water tank supply and instal-
lation including pressure pumps 

 Gas Fitting of domestic, industrial 
and commercial equipment, fryers, 
Woks, Steamer  and normal Ovens 

 Domestic Plumbing 

 New homes & Renovations for 
various builders 

 Fit out and installation of transportable and commercial 
kitchens and laundries 

 Plumbing, water and gas installations for major events such 
as concerts in various festival venues 

 Complete Bathroom & Kitchen renovations 

 Industrial Plumbing and maintenance covering water cool-
ing towers, process plant feeds for equipment with Gas, hot 
water and high pressure air feeds 

 Solar, Gas and Electric Hot water installation & Servicing 

 Drain Cleaning using Mechanical and Hydro-jet units 

 Trenching 

Visit our website for examples of our work and services. 

Web Site:  http://www.freeflow.com.au/ 

 

We Take Pride in The Quality of Our Workmanship  
Next time you need a Plumber,  

Call Free Flow Plumbing on 0438 314 122 

 

Featured Sponsor:- FREE FLOW PLUMBING CO 



Page   4 

 

Season 2017  Issue 5.   26-Jul-17 

THUNDER ROLL  

Club Newsletter 

THUNDER ROLL  

IBCGFC Newsletter 

Club SPONSORS are:
Club SPONSORS are:- 

Free Flow Plumbing 

Noarlunga Packaging 

Sims Refrigeration (B/Wood) 

Sportsmed (Blackwood.) 

Telstra Shops  

Tyrepower (Blackwood ) 

Wildy Air 

Wirra Wirra Wines. 

Zak’s Pizza (Happy Valley) 

 

Social News 

Thunder Ball  2017            IBCG Players working hard & playing hard! 
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 After 10 rounds we find 
ourselves in fifth place with 
4 wins and 6 losses, slight-
ly ahead of Mt. Lofty on 
percentage. Strong wins 
against Kangarilla x2, and 
Nairne x2, have been the 
highlights, with the come 
from behind win against 
Nairne especially pleasing.  

Competitive games against 
Morphetville Park and Mt. Lofty showed that 
the girls are more than competitive against 
stronger teams that have been playing togeth-
er for a few years. If we are able to secure 
wins against these two teams over the next 
couple of rounds, it will determine if we play 
finals in our first season or not. 

Our on field success has been slowed by inju-
ry and unavailability to some of our players.  If 
we were able to consistently put our full squad 
on the park each week, I believe we would 
play deep into the final series. Because of 
these injuries and unavailability’s we have 
needed to regularly shuffle the team around, 
giving the girls the opportunity to play in many 
different positions, which is fantastic for their 
development as players and also allows the 
team greater flexibility for the future. 

Each round the girls are asked to give their all 
for their team and their club, and after 10 
rounds you as supporters and members of the 
Ironbank Cherry Gardens Football Club should 
be extremely proud of the way these girls con-
duct themselves on the field. They play with 
determination, flair, and an intensity for the 

contest, and as a team, but also with a fair-
ness and a respect for the game that should 
make us all proud. 

Thanks to all who come out and watch us 
each round. A special thank you to Scott and 
all the volunteers, who give up their Sundays 
to run the Barbeque and Bar. Thank you also 
to anyone who has stepped in and helped out 
with boundary/goal umpiring, running water, 
time keeping and all the other jobs that need 
doing to allow the girls to play each week. 

To the wonderful Ladies of our Women’s Footy 
team, keep working, keep rolling up to training 
and do the hard work that will see on field 
success come our way. 

Seniors Women’s football—Bernie Hegarty 

The u/16 girls took on the might of SMOSH at 
west lakes it was a great learning step with  
their team full of state players but once again 
we did the club proud but came up short  

Last week the girls took on Morphettville Park 

but lost 2goals 7 (including hitting the post 3 
times ) to 3 goals 9   (so proud ) 

The girls tried and gave 150% right to the end 
we needed one more quarter  

We have 2 games to go for our season the last 
being a double header with the women’s team 
on the 30th of July and we need all the support 
we can get so get around the girls and cheer 
them on so we can get a win 

U16 Girls Football Coach - Dave Farmer 

As we all know it takes a lot of behind the 
scenes work to make a football club function, 
not only from a senior perspective but also in 
regards to the running a junior program.  We 
at Ironbank are lucky to have a number of 
people who put in countless hours in coaching 
our junior teams on Thursday nights but also 
on game days.  From Under 13’s down to the 
Auskick program at Coromandel Valley Prima-
ry School, without the following people, this 
wouldn’t be able to happen – Craig Lidstone 
and Ian Lewis (Under 13), Scott Matheson and 
Rob Keen (Under 11), Dylan Scarborough and 
Kingsley Rosman (Under 9), Josh Rosman 
and Danyon Wells (Auskick).   

Our Modified program took a bit of a hit at the 
beginning of the season with a number that 
were still eligible for Under 9’s either chose to 
transfer to another club or stop playing football 
for various reasons but that didn’t stop us field-
ing a team in division 3 of the competi-
tion.  With the help of Meadows Football Club 
who have loaned us 5 players every week, not 
only does it ensure that Ironbank is represent-
ed at Under 9 level but also ensures that the 
excess kids at Meadows are getting a full 
game of football every week.  We as a club 
can’t thank them enough and look forward to 
catching up with all of them at the Carnival at 
Echunga on Sunday 13th August.  The Under 
11’s continue to thrive and improve under 
Scott and Rob and have only lost 2 games for 
the season thus far, both of those losses were 
to Hahndorf, who we have also beaten this 

season and from what those that have been 
around the club for a while, it was the first time 
that Ironbank had beaten them in Moddies for 
a number of years.  The way the draw has 
gone this year, they finish the season with yet 
another game against Hahndorf, so it would be 
nice to even the ledger at 2-all.  They then 
have a week off before making their way out to 
Callington on Sunday 20th August for their 
carnival.  

This years Under 13’s are currently sitting third 
on the ladder and are looking at making an 
impact come finals.  They have a couple of 
tough games coming up in the lead up to the 
finals and actually get their first chance of 
playing in a ‘final’ when they take on Nairne on 
August 5 in the Courier Cup final.  They have 
been training hard over the last few weeks due 
to not having a game for 3 weeks and will con-
tinue to work hard at trainings and on Satur-
days as they strive to win the flag.  All the kids 
are continuing to learn and improve and are 
relishing the challenges they face each week.   

Auskick is well underway down at Coromandel 
Valley Primary School and currently 8 young 
lads are getting taught some of the essential 
skills of Aussie Rules.  They are enthusiastic 
and are taking on board everything that Josh 
and Danyon are teaching them.  There are still 
6 weeks to go and it re-commences on Satur-
day 29 July.  If by chance you know anyone 
that wants to join an Auskick clinic and has 
missed out at their school, they are more than 
welcome to jump on to the Auskick website 

and register for the remaining weeks that the 
clinic will be running in Term 3.  Talking of 
Auskick and July 29, the club is holding its 
Sponsors Day and during the half-time break 
of the A grade we are looking at holding an 
Auskick game incorporating Coromandel Val-
ley and Hawthorndene Primary 
Schools.  Plans are currently in progress to 
ensure this goes ahead and we can show our 
visitors what we can do as a club. 

 

Next season the league is hoping to see that 
every club in Division 2 is able to field a full 
complement of teams on a Saturday, that is 3 
junior and 2 senior teams.  Based on current 
numbers at junior level within the club, we 
would fall short of the leagues wishes.  With 
quite a number of players moving up the 
grades next season we aren’t far off filling a 
full complement of Under 13’s and Under 15’s 
but nowhere near enough to fill an Under 17’s 
side.  Without this side, we will find it tough to 
ensure a strong future for the Senior 
teams.  This off-season will be a busy one 
football wise as a group of people including 
myself will be working hard in making contact 
with those juniors who left the club at the be-
ginning of the season, but also looking at en-
ticing new players to club to ensure we have a 
sustainable future. 

See you at the footy!!!! 

Junior Football—Andrew Keefy 

Coaches Corner 
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What a difference some be-
lief makes, The A grade side 
have now begun to get some 
favorable results on the 
score board. With a run of 
six wins in a row, including 
two against top 3 sides. Our 
work at training and disci-
pline to stick to structure has 

rewarded us with some impressive results. 
However, this is just the beginning and we 

need to continue to improve if we want to have 
the impact in the finals that we want. 

Both senior teams at the time of writing this sit 
fourth on the ladder and have an opportunity 
to improve before the end of the minor rounds. 

The B grade are also developing a strong 
game style and even though there have been 
a couple of close games of late with varying 
results, we should be able to push even the 
top sides. This will be helped by getting a con-

sistent team together, where they can further 
gel and improve before the major rounds 
begin. 

Future games are important for both sides with 
Birdwood and Nairne being specifically vital 
games for both sides, whilst Meadows and 
Kangarilla in the last 2 rounds may provide us 
with an opportunity to fine tune our game plan 
and work on tactics and our ball movement 
before the finals. 

Seniors Coach  - Scott Wendelborn  

   Gary Hocking & the Moddies 

Coaches Corner 
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Please support IBCGFC sponsors when purchasing your next product or service as they support your club  

Ironbank Cherry Gardens – Open Women’s Match Fixture 

Master DATE ROUND Division 4 Match Time Location 

12 30 July 17 12 CHRISTIES BEACH 12.30PM SUN A 

13 6 August 17 13 MOUNT LOFTY 1PM SUN H 

14 13 August 17 14 ADELAIDE UNI 11AM SUN A 

Your Local Plumber for Cherry Gardens, Blackwood, Ironbank & Southern Suburbs 
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